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of several renovation projects while scheduling several more improvements with a price tag of 

over $15 million. 

 

Under Johannessen, the Department also undertook the largest veterans homes construction 

project ever proposed by a state to the Federal Veterans Affairs.  The CDVA is currently 

planning and designing the construction of five new veterans homes across California.  It is 

anticipated that with timely associated federal matching funds, all five homes are expected to be 

completed as early as 2008.  The new homes will be in West Los Angeles, Lancaster, Saticoy, 

Redding, and Fresno.   

 

“I am particularly proud of our new homes construction project,” commented Secretary 

Johannessen.  While serving as State Senator, he was instrumental in working with legislators 

from both Houses to create a legislative package authorizing funding for their construction.  As 

Senator he was also influential in crafting legislation for the first state veterans cemetery 

currently under construction in Shasta County. 

 

Secretary Johannessen indicated he plans to continue to remain active in veteran related issues 

both here in Sacramento and from his home in Redding, Shasta County. 
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